Importance of the Haq Mehr
(Dowry)

“This is a woman’s right. It should be paid firstly at the time of Nikah or afterwards”
(Promised Messiah el 4ds)
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The Holy Qur‘an and Dowry (Haq Mehr):

Dowry (Haq Mehr) - The money [or gift] a husband either gives or promises to give to his wife; it
is announced at the time of nikah. The dowry is a mandatory gift from the husband to the wife. Allah
Almighty says in Surah An-Nisa' (4:25):

w52 afasas V5oL 22, 5

1'1/:'3://19\’/5. 1:.';/33;:.-': 0; wlnrL +
2 (P L,,g = FL..?-),- “‘:‘.fuﬁi.‘u" O |L,: uwmbw

,.o -

= ’t‘,.i.u’%w g wwiww

“And forbidden to you are married women, except such as your right hands possess. This has Allah en-
joined on you. And allowed to you are those beyond that, that you seek them by means of your prop-
erty, marrying them properly and not committing fornication. And for the benefit you receive from
them, give them their dowries, as fixed, and there shall be no sin for you in anything you
mutually agree upon, after the fixing of the dowry. Surely, Allah is All-Knowing, Wise.”
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Allah Almighty further says in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:237):
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"It shall be no sin for you if you divorce women while you have not touched them, nor settled for them
a dowry. But provide for them — the rich man according to his means and the poor man according to
his means — a provision in a becoming manner, an obligation upon the virtuous.”
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The Holy Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and Dowry:

The Holy Prophet (32) was most specific about this matter. Once, the matter of an Ansari man was
brought to his attention. The man said that he had divorced his wife before settling on Haq Mehr and
before consummating the marriage. The Prophet (&£) asked him if he had anything to give; he
answered no. So, the Prophet (&) told him that if he had nothing else to give, then he should give her
the cap he wore.

[Roohul Maani Vol.1, Page 145-146 ]
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A Warning: Hazrat Abu Hurairah (ra) relates that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: Whoever sets a dowry for a woman and intends that he will not give it to her, then he
is an adulterer, and whoever takes a loan with the intention of not paying it. If so, I consider him a
thief.

[Majmaul Zowaid Volume 4, Page 131]
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Set Dowry According to Your Means: Hazrat Abu Hurairah (ra) relates that a person from the An-

sar came to the Holy Prophet (££) and said I have sent a proposal of marriage to a woman.

The Holy Prophet (%) asked him if he had seen her since the Ansar looked for something particular in
women. He replied that yes he had. The Holy Prophet (&£) asked how much Hagq Mehr had he decided
to give? He replied, 33 “Four Uqgiya of silver (one Ugiya is 1.2 ounce).”

The Holy Prophet (&%) asked, “Four Ugiya? So, are you going to dig through the corner of this
mountain to give her four Ugiya of silver? I don't have that much to give you. However, I can send you
on a campaign so you are able to earn some spoils [from a war].”

Then the Holy Prophet (&) sent a squadron to Bani Abbas and sent him with them.

[Sahih Muslim, Book of Nikah]
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The point here is that the Holy Prophet (&%) did not approve of a Haq Mehr that is beyond

one’s means.

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V 22 described this point in his Friday Sermon, dated November 25, 2005 and
he says:

“Another issue, which is being raised, is setting the amount of the Haq Mehr (dowry given by
bridegroom to bride). If, God forbid, the marriage fails for some reason, very often the man delays
paying it. Then action is taken against him because of that. Therefore, you should think carefully before
setting the Hag Mehr amount, so it is not as a means to show off but what can actually be paid. It
should not be set as a large amount merely to show off to the world and then later on cause conflict in
society.”

[Friday Sermon November 25, 2005]
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What If My Wife Says I Don’t Have to Give Haq Mehr?

Once, a Companion of the Promised Messiah *said, "My wife has forgiven me her Haq Mehr.” The
Promised Messiah * asked if he had placed it in her hand. He replied, "No.” The Promised Messiah *
said, “Go and place it in her hand and then it is acceptable if she forgives it.” When the Companion re-
turned he said, "I placed it in her hand and she refused to give it back to me.” The Promised
Messiah * said, “This should be the way.”

[Talkees Al Izhar lazwatul Khumar, page 160]
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What if Wife Passes Away and Haq Mehr Hasn’t Been Given?
Hazrat Khalifatul Maish V 2% stated in his Friday Sermon, dated November 25, 2005 that:

"I must mention another issue here. Yesterday I received a letter from a Bangladeshi Ahmadi who
wrote: "My wife has passed away and I had not paid her Hag Mehr. What should I do now?” A similar
question was raised at the time of the Promised Messiah *. A person said that his wife had passed
away and he had not yet paid her Hag Mehr nor asked her to forgive it. What should he do now? The
Promised Messiah # gave the verdict and said:

“Haq Mebhr is part of her estate and is a loan to you. You should pay it and it should be
divided according to the division of inheritance with her other property. There is a share
for her husband as well. The other option is to offer it as charity in her name.”

[Fatwa Hazrat Masih Mau‘ud, page 148]
NS UE2005 2925055 f 57 555 P 2 S a9 0s%

LE’.l((dl;li.uf//;ict'.fnc«}dfdﬁft;V:{/mﬁbfi_ugc;ﬁj,ﬁdff{u»/uyuﬂ'{ag/:l..{l‘j.‘."j‘iu’l/gm
e Fnednl g S ster sl AW ot G 2 e L ST S E e e 5
SWASP LTI I e s s Ut

VT A LD s L S L2 S P S e 1, gt S T P L sl S6
“.g;lgg:ﬁﬂ4rtﬁu’ | gz /»ul‘au"{ Kisl 2 LI -l



Divorcing and Trying to Escape the Haq Mehr:
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V 2 says:

“Islam has laid down various injunctions to secure the future of a woman. One of these is that a Haq
Mehr (dowry) should be fixed for her at the time of Nikah which the husband is obligated to pay. Some
people have a misunderstanding that Haq Mehr is only to be paid in case of divorce or separation.”

Huzoor (May Allah be his Helper) further said that “it is essential to hand over the Haq Mehr
(dowry) to the wife before she chooses to forego it.”

[Friday Sermon April 1, 2016]
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Don’t Demand Her to Forego Haq Mehr:

Our beloved Imam Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V @ says:

“There is another issue regarding the Haq Mehr payment. Once a question was raised before the
Promised Messiah ® that a woman would not forgo her Hag Mehr (after the wedding, the in-laws want-
ed her to forgo it). The Promised Messiah * said, This is a woman's right. It should be paid firstly
at the time of Nikah or afterwards. In Punjab and India, it is [considered] a benevolent act on the
part of women if they forgo their Haq Mehr to their husbands before or at the time of death. This is
only a custom.”

[Friday Sermon November 25, 2005 / Malfoozat, Vol.3, p. 606]
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Haq Mehr and child-support should be paid by the Husband:

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V " says: “I will mention another point about divorce: at times, men make
matters of divorce drag on and try to prolong it. There are clear and distinct commandments regard-
ing the rights of the wife after a marriage which has lasted a period of time, and also where there are
children. When the relationship finally ends in divorce, the rights of the wife are quite clear. Haq Mehr
and child-support should be paid by the men. However, Allah has commanded a man to fulfil the rights
of a wife in the instance of a divorce, even when the ‘going away’ ceremony has not taken place and
the marriage has not been consummated.”

[Friday Sermon May 15, 2009]
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Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V ®"says at another occasion: “Here in Europe, I see cases where some
people think that whatever rights are given by the local laws to the wife are sufficient and there is no
need to pay the wife’s Haqg Mehr. The issue here is that the local laws provide rights primarily for chil-
dren, if they have any. Even if they provide for the wife, it is for a limited time period. Therefore, in my
opinion it is not permissible to demand that the Hag Mehr should not be asked for and that it should be
adjusted as part of her legal benefits.”

[Friday Sermon November 25, 2005]
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Husband holds a trust to pay his wife Haq Mehr:
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V 2 says:

"It should also be remembered that in domestic matters after marriage young men and women have
some rights over each other and fulfilling these rights is a trust. A husband holds a trust to pay his wife
hag mehr (dowry). Many cases are brought up where in instances of conflict efforts are made not to
pay haq mehr. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) said that a man who has haq
mehr fixed at marriage with no intention to pay it is an adulterer and a person who takes a loan with
no intention of paying it back is a thief.”

[Friday Sermon July 3, 2015]
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If a person wishes to partake of a measure of God’s mercy, he has to expand his
own mercy:

If the matter goes to the Qadha then it is unnecessarily lengthened; some men will not give divorce, so
that in desperation, the wife seeks Khula and the man thus escapes paying the Haq Mehr (dowry). All
these matters distance one from Taqwa (righteousness). If a person seeks God’s mercy, then he has to
demonstrate mercy and reform himself. He should fulfil the rights of his wife and let her live in his
house with respect. If a person wishes to partake of a measure of God’s mercy, he has to expand his
own mercy.”

[Friday Sermon May 15, 2009]
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Limit of Haq Mehr:

Hazoor ®*says: “Issues regarding Haq Mehr create many conflicts. We receive many cases in Qadha
and on these occasions the situation becomes uncomfortable. Before the wedding, the family of the girl
tries to secure the man by setting a large Haq Mehr. However, after the wedding, if conflicts arise and
the marriage ends in divorce, men try to avoid paying it by making various excuses. At this point, the
situation  becomes very painful for the Jama’at system and for me because he will be punished if he
does not pay the Haq Mehr. The Promised Messiah ® has given very clear instructions in this regard. I
can share with you that once someone asked him, “How much should the amount of Haq Mehr be?”
The Promised Messiah * said it should be set with the agreement of both parties. Both
families should decide and agree upon the amount so that neither party is to blame at the
end. According to Islam, the Haq Mehr does not have to be set according to a particular amount writ-
ten in the Hadith or in the other books of Figh (explanation of instructions). There is no limit on Haq
Mehr. It is meant to be according to the custom of the time set by people.”

[Friday Sermon November 25, 2005]
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An Important Note:

According to the Islamic law, there is no limit for Hag Mehr (dowry). It should remain within reasonable
limits. It should not be so insignificant that the people should take it as a joke, nor it should be so high
that it becomes burdensome upon the man. In Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, it is usually fixed
between six months to one year’s worth of the income of the husband.

Moreover, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V 2 has put the limit at least $10,000 if the man lives in United
States and wife is coming from Pakistan/India region.
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